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privatization bill 


6/1/2020 
By Zaid Noorsumar 


Premier Doug Ford and his PC government are moving ahead with their new home and community care legislation. According to the 
Ontario Health Coalition, the legislation will further enable privatization of home care and remove the existing provisions of public control 


and accountability. 
The legislation was being pushed through the Ontario legislature before the government’s attention was diverted by the pandemic. 


Now that Ford is determined to “re-open the economy,” the government is moving ahead with its home care agenda. It has allocated three 


days of public hearings for Bill 175, Connecting People to Home and Community Care Act 2020, from June 15 to 17. 


“This legislation has been created in the backrooms without any public consultation,” said Natalie Mehra, executive director of the Ontario 
Health Coalition. “It is being railroaded through at break-neck speed before the vast majority of the more than 750,000 people impacted even 
know that it is happening.” 


Private interests and profit margins 


The Ontario Health Coalition says that the new legislation will dismantle all remaining public governance and control of home care. 


Home care is currently coordinated by 14 Local Health Integration Networks (LHINs) across the province, which outsource the delivery of 
care to agencies — most of which are for-profit and notorious for exploitative practices (https://www.rankandfile.ca/carepartners-contract- 


imposed/). 


Bill 175 will hand over the coordination to newly-formed Ontario Health Teams, which are loose coalitions of for-profit and not-for-profit 
agencies set to replace the LHINs. ‘The Health ‘Teams will be overseen by Ontario Health, a “super agency” that functions with no 
accountability or oversight (https://www.thespec.com/news/hamilton-region/2019/07/22/introducing-ontario-s-new-health-care-super- 


power.html). 


“This is poor policy that benefits private interests seeking to increase their market share or their profit margins but it does not serve the public 


interest,” Mehra said. 


“The Super Agency (Ontario Health) is governed by a Board that is not subject to the Ontario public service legislation regarding conflict of 
interest and includes an array of pro-privatization business people, bankers and corporate executives, has no regulations for public input, open 
board meetings, public access to information and even less democratic protections than the LHINs,” reads the Health Coalition's analysis of 


Bill 175 (https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KMk2eOegb0k05w-P7UO8Rp7b9WnVepcp/viewPusp=sharing). 


Ontario Health’s Board of Directors (https://www.ontariohealth.ca/our-team/board-directors) includes Shelly Jamieson, who was previously 


the executive director of the Ontario Long-Term Care Association, the lobby group that mainly represents for-profit nursing homes. 
Tiawthins ney: pean 
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Ontario Health Coalitions Bill 175 Briefing Note (https://drive.zoogle.com/file/d/laQpch2pYj3Utx7qdQ2CY5ROUP2mcVSz/view? 
usp=sharing) 

home-care-system) (rabble.ca) 

Power, profit and politics in Ontario’s home care sector (https://rabble.ca/news/2020/03/power-profit-and-politics-ontarios-home-care- 


sector) (rabble.ca) 


HOME CARE IN 
ONTARIO 


EFFECTS OF PRIVATIZATION 
ILE et ttttittttf,s 


32 PER CENT WORKERS 
ARE UNIONIZED 


Prior to structural changes introduced by 
the Mike Harris government in the 1990s, 
which allowed for-profit corporations to 
win government contracts, home care was 
a far more unionized sector with stable 
employment 





62 PER CENT OF PSWS 
ARE PART-TIME 


Due to underfunding and for-profit 
ownership, part-time jobs are now rampant 
inthe sector. This instability induces stress 
in (mainly women) workers, whose ability 
to provide care is compromised. 





CORPORATIZATION OF CARE 


According to the Ontario Health Coalition, 
for-profits were providing 64 per cent of 
home care personal support services in 
2011 compared to 18 per cent in 1995. 
Since then, for-profit delivery has only 


gone up 
N OPERATING PROFIT MARGINS 
OF 7.8 PER CENT 
$ Based on Statistics Canada data from 
2017, the average operating profit margin 
for home care companies in Ontario was 
7.8 per cent 





MORE PRIVATIZATION 
IN THE OFFING 
Days before the COVID-19 lockdown 
began, the Ford government was rushing a 
home care legislation (Bill 175) that will 


further empower for-profits in the sector 
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